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On November 6, 2004 and May 2005 and November 2005, I presented reports of activities since my election in 2004. Several reports are attached. The following is an update on activities since the Officers Meeting in November 2005.

President’s Office:

All IFNA files were brought to the US office at 183 Heatherton Way, Winston Salem NC by Ronald Caulk in September 2005. There were eight boxes, some books and the IFNA sign that was outside the the AANA office when Ron severed as IFNA Executive Director. The sign is now on display in the Presidential office in the US.

IFNA Strategic Plan:

The IFNA Strategic Plan consists of 4 critical elements:

1 IFNA Governance, board and member capabilities;

2 Education and practice and quality of educational programs;

3 Reputation of the organization;

4 Management of information and financial system.

A duty of the President is to support the adopted plan and IFNA Bylaws and a number of activities of this Presidency relate to elements of the strategic plan.

Education:

1 The Education and Research Foundation funded the first request for CE in Ghana, Africa in October 2005. It was a pleasure to join Marianne Reisen at the 8th Biennial Conference entitled “ Enhancing Quality Anesthesia and Critical Care Medicine. We both presented several papers, visited several hospitals, a school and met with the Minister of Health. We commend Susanna Anang and leaders of the GANA for an excellent conference. We enjoyed lunch with Susanna and her son the last day in the “ Land Of Gold” and appreciate the hospitality extended during our visit. A complete report was filed with the IFNA Foundation Chairperson.

2 In November 2005, another opportunity for the Foundation appeared. It was an opportunity for IFNA/WFSA to work on a project together at a small cost to IFNA. Carolyn Nicholson CRNA (USA) and Dr Phippip Bridenbaugh, Past President of the American Society of Anesthesiologists traveled to Rwanda to teach. IFNA partially funded Ms Nicholson’s trip ( airfare only ) from the general IFNA fund since the application for the Foundation was received after March 1. The IFNA Foundation will meet at this meeting and it is expected funds will be transferred from the foundation back to the general account. This was a small investment for the public relations gained from collaboration with WFNA. Dr Bridenbaugh is Chairman of the Foundation Committee and Overseas training Program of WFSA. Ms Nicholson submitted a paper report and excellent CD of her experiences during the trip. It is filed with the Foundation Chair.

Education Committee:

1 Jennifier Yang, Taiwan, was appointed to the IFNA Education Committee to broaden world representation.

2 In May 2005, the IFNA Executive Committee accepted a plan from the Education Committee to proceed with a plan for international recognition of educational programs. Dr Maura McAulliffe will present the plan at the end of today and it is hoped that the entire CNR will vote to move forward. Such a plan will be one small step toward a goal of greater mobility of nurse anesthetists across borders through greater standardization of education. It will take decades to reach the final endpoint but from the beginning it will encourage programs to use IFNA Standards, help standardize basic education, and improve patient safety.

3 Research: Additional data will be gathered at this meeting to update the original IFNA research done by Dr’s McAulliffe and Henry. The survey instrument is produced in 4 languages and is much like the first one used.

4 Many questions have been received from countries wishing to expand anesthesia services with nonphysician providers. The following remarks summarize major enquiries:

           A In June 2005, Dr Maura McAulliffe spoke in London, England at the invitation of the Royal College of Surgeons. The initial inviatation for a speaker came to AANA. Jeff Beutler was unable to reach me as I was in Australia-New Zealand at the time and Maura accepted the challenge. The topic was on the American model of anesthesia delivery and we understand the presentation was well received by the surgeons!

            B In March, AANA forwarded a call to me from a Dean School of Nursing in Canada. She has funding and approval from the Minister of health to begin masters Education for Nurse Anesthetists in Canada. She wants her program to mirror American requirements and to be acceptable by the Council on Accreditation of Nurse Anesthesia programs in the US. It was for this reason that I recommended Dr Betty Horton as a consultant and referred her to Dr Frank Gerbasi for questions regarding COA Standards. I sent her IFNA documents and Dr Horton has suggested there be a meeting which will include IFNA at some point. Please note that all of this remains confidential at the moment and will not be a part of the presidents report during the IFNA session. 

            C I have been in touch with a physician from Ireland that hopes to prepare nurses for a roll in anesthesia in the future.

            D Pascal and I will meet with a physician from Belgium at this meeting to discuss the role of the nurse in anesthesia.

            E The Canadian Nurses Association asked permission to use IFNA standards in a policy paper about the role of nurses in anesthesia. Permission was granted.

            F Anaesthesia, Journal of Association of Anesthetists of Great Britian and Ireland published a paper in December 2004 my letter to the editor. In it was stated we are eager to advise and assist countries wishing to educate nurses in anesthesia.

Networking and Other Communication:

1 I have corresponded with Dr Anneke Meursing, president of WFSA on several occasions. She regrets that a previous commitment prevents her from being at this meeting. We plan to meet for lunch when she is in the US in October attending the ASA Annual Meeting.

2 In May 2005 Pascal and I met with Judith Oulton at the ICN headquarters and also on the same day met with Dr Jean Yan, Chief Nurse Scientist , WHO at the World health Headquarters.

3 May 21-27, 2005, we attended the 23rd Quadrennial Congress of ICN in Taipai, Taiwan. During that week, I Participated in Opening Ceremony of the meeting of the Taiwan Association of Nurse Anesthetists. We enjoyed a wonderful dinner with the Board of the TANA during our stay in Taiwan and appreciated the hospitality extended to us during the trip. During the ICN Meeting we had lunch with Dr Beverly Malone, General Secretary, Royal College of Nurses. We also met with at American CRNA who is doing work teaching in China.

4 In September 2004 and 2005, AANA sponsored my attendance to a meeting in Philadelphia sponsored by the Commission of graduates of Foreign Nursing Programs. This is an invitational “Think Tank “ on “ Building Global Alliance: The Impact of Global Nurse Migration on Health Service Delivery.” This meeting provided an excellent opportunity to network with international nurses and other health care leaders.

Appointments:

1 The American Nurses Association forwarded my name to to ICN’s Bank of Nurse Experts. I was designated for the expert area of nursing leadership.

2 AANA plans to submit my name to ICN for the International leadership Award. Nomination and applications are due July 31, 2006.

3 I accepted an appointment to the Scientific Program Subcommittee for the September 2008 ICN International Council of Nurses-International Nurse practitioner/Advanced Practice Nurse Network Conference in Toronto. Ontario. The conference will be hosted by the Canadian Nurses Association and the Canadian Association of Advanced Practice Nurses.

4 I am Co-Chairperson for the AANA DNP Task Force ( doctorate nursing practice ) AANA 2005-2007.

5 I serve on the Congress of Nursing Practice and Economics for ANA or the American Nurses Association as an affiliate representative of AANA.

Miscellaneous

1 Drafted an IFNA Member Country Value Proposition document that will be discussed at this meeting.

2 Drafted job description for the AANA Representative to IFNA.

3 Obtained CE approval for American CRNA’s attending this Congress.

4 Attended all meetings of IFNA since spring 2004: Executive Committee, Officers Meeting, CNR CPC, Foundation Meetings.

If re-elected, future goals for 2006-2008 are:

1 Support financial accountability of IFNA

2 Support mini Congress in 2008 if approved by CNR and a country is willing to host.

3 Enhance the website and communication by regular articles for the president and encouragement from other such as Education Committee to contribute.

4 Support international recognition or accreditation of educational programs.

5 Promote visibility of IFNA by submitting 3 articles for publication to journals and attending meetings outside IFNA as well as accepting positions when asked.

I wish to close by thanking Pascal Rod for his support as ED this term. I also want to thank all of the CNR, CPC, and Education Committee for an outstanding job for IFNA. Thank you for the opportunity to serve as President of IFNA 2004-2006.
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