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The Icelandic Nurse Anesthetists Society

Country Representative:

Barbara Maria Geirsdottir
barbara@fsa.is

IFNA Country Report from ICELAND, June 2010
Iceland is an volcano island in the North Atlantic Ocean with a population about 313.000. The capital is Reykjavik. Nursing is the largest health care profession in Iceland and operates at all levels of the health care system. Basic nurse education is four years at the Facility of Nursing in the University of Iceland and that gives a B.Sc. degree in nursing.
The first professional organisation for Icelandic nurses was founded in 1919.  In 1978, nurses who graduated from the Nursing Department of the University of Iceland formed a separate organisation for academic nurses.  January 1994, the two nursing organisations merged to form Félag íslenskra hjúkrunarfræðinga (The Icelandic Nurses' Association) fíh (www.hjukrun.is)  The Icelandi Nurses' Association has aproximetly 3500 members of which 2700 are active. Membership is open to nurses with full nursing qualification and registered by the Icelandic Ministry of Health. 
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The Icelandic Nurse Anesthetists Society was established 1970. It has now 93 members. This year we will be celebrateing our 40 years anniversary.  The Icelandic Nurse Anesthetists Society is a founder member of IFNA.  
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This arial photo shows the Eyjafjallajokull volcano billowing smoke and ash on April 17, 2010 and it still is active.
KOLBEINS/AFP/Getty Images) #
I .Education:

Nurse Anesthesia is taught at the University of Iceland in the Facility of Nursing. It ends with a diploma degree with possibility to continue to master’s degree (MSc.). The program is 30 units (ECTS 60), there of 10 in clinical practicum (1700 hours and 450 anesthesias). In 2010 nine nurse anesthetists finished and 15 nurses are enlisted in the next program this autumn.  Lara Borg is the chairman of the educational committee.  At present five nurse anesthetists have master’s degree.

NORDANNET is collaboration between students in the Nordic countries. We have had exchange students from Denmark, Sweden and Norway, and Icelandic students have gone to the other countries. 

II. Endorsement of IFNA Standards:
The IFNA Standards are endorsed and used in our educational programs for Nurse Anesthetists. 

III. Salaries: ?
IV. Workforce:
We are now in the middle of the cost cut down because of the financial crisis here in Iceland.  These last years there has been very much focusing on the health care economy and cost cut down.
The minister of health say´s that we have done miracles last year, we have saved so much.  But now the miracles are presumably compledet and we are afraid that soon resignation of nurses and maybe doctors will start.
V. Nursing Policy:

Nurses in Iceland are placed on the same decision making level in hospitals and health organizations as doctors, where they have opportunities to make decisions. 

VI. Current issues: 

The average age of Nurse Anesthetist is still rather high so we will be in shortage soon.

VII. National Activities:

Once a year we have Nurse Anesthetist’s congress.  In 2008 we had a self-contained congress in Reykjavik and 2009  our mother organisation was celebraiting 90 years anniversary and held a congress with all of the spesialised associations.  That turned out well.
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NOSAM

We have a good relationship with Nurse Anesthetist and Intensive Care Nurses in the Nordic countries. This collaboration is called NOSAM and the member countries are:

Denmark, Norway, Finland, the Faroe Islands, Sweden and Iceland. Representatives from each association meet every 8 or 9 months in one of these countries. 

Every third year we have a Nordic Congress which is called NOKIAS. The last NOKIAS was held in Stockholm- Sweden, November 2007. Next NOKIAS will be held in Tórshavn-The Faroe Islands in September 3rd-5th2010 (www.greengatae.fo/nokias).
VIII. Union Activities:

The Icelandic Nurse Anesthetists Society is a special group with in the Icelandic Nurse Association; which is the mother organization of nursing in Iceland and negotiates the salaries.

IX. Reports and Communications with the National Organization:

There are good communication with The Icelandic Nurses’ Association. The chairman of The Icelandic Nurse Anesthetists society will be the next country representative for IFNA and NOSAM.  Stefan Alfredsson.  stal@internet.is 

Communication with The Icelandic Nurses’ Association is with e-mail, verbal reports and once a year there is an annual general  meeting. 







[image: image11.jpg]


_1271441880.doc
[image: image1.png]






