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I would like first to address many thanks to all of those who came to the meeting. It is a long way for many. We decided a few years ago to move the IFNA meetings to different countries for a better visibility of the IFNA. This time we came upon the proposal from Moncef, and I would like to thank him very much for the organization of the meeting here in Tunis. We appreciate his kindness, efficiency and hospitality.

As you may know Tunisia is a candidate for hosting the World Congress on 2014. We did with Tuula and Karsten the on site visit on Monday and Tuesday.

Ljubljana in Slovenia , where we have been last fall, and Copenhagen, Denmark, where we had our executive Committee meeting in June 2007 , are the 2 other candidates for both 2012 and 2014. All cities are attractive and the choice will be difficult.

The last time we all met, we were in Lausanne for the Congress, that has been very appreciated by the participants. Thank you to Karsten for the organization . We also have made some good benefits.

The CPC is actively working on the preparation of the World Congress 2010. We are now developing the Scientific program. Some of you have proposed some speakers and we have got some good responses.

Since the last meeting in 2006, we can say that the financial situation of the IFNA is much safer. We could save money every year as reserve and we have now more than one year and a half in advance that is good. There is no need for increasing the fees at the moment.

In June as Sandy told you that we took 2 important decisions:

1) To have a world Congress every 2 years after 2010

2) To pay for expenses of the Executive Committee, as for other IFNA committees. It was not fair to have associations to pay for IFNA Business meetings. It will increase the budget every 2 years, but we can afford it.
The Executive Committee will have also to be more active within the IFNA. It is some time frustrating to have the IFNA being reduced to the Officers and Myself. We need more interactivity. We decided as Sandy told you to establish a n IFNA bank of experts, and each association is requested to provide some names. The objective is to be more reactive in case of requests. We need experts in different topics that can be called on and involved on behalf of the IFNA.

The Education Committee has been working hard on the development of the Accreditation program and some pilot sites have been tested. You will have a presentation at this meeting of the current stage of the program. We will have to finalize it very soon for after approval to launch it officially.
We have been invited by the WHO to participate to the development of the program “safe surgery saves life”. I went in Geneva with Karsten and Jaap, in January and we have been participating to the discussion. There were mainly physicians and the few other nurses were representatives of the OR nurses. The document is addressing all the stakeholders and partners involved in the surgical procedure. It is important to note, that 3 categories of professionals have been identified: Surgeons, anesthesia professionals (not only physicians) and nurses (OR nurses). A checklist has been developed for avoiding surgery errors. It includes some items linked with anesthesia. We have been asked to endorse it before the launch in Mid June in Washington, what we did.
It seems that we are more and more requested by the WHO. One again to have a bank of experts will be very useful.

Judith Oulton from the ICN is retiring, and after one year of consultation Mr. David Benton has been selected for replacing her as the ICN CEO. David was involved in the Professional development committee at the ICN and has been active in the development of the ICN advanced Practice network. We will miss Judith that has been very friendly and supportive of the IFNA. 
The ICN has now published the Nursing care Continuum framework and competencies, were all levels of nursing practice are addressed from the nurse assistant role up to the specialist and Advanced practice nurse. As nurse Anesthetists we are both.   The Advanced practice notion is increasing and yu are invited in each country to promote the nurse anesthesia as an advanced practice of nursing. I will be participating to a Panel discussion at the ANP congress in Toronto in September and I will promote the nurse anesthesia as an example of a specialty that is an advanced practice of nursing.
At the European level many things are moving. There are some new directives under preparation about free circulation of services and professionals, especially in health care. The EFN is very involved and active, but the ESNO is now recognized as an important group representing the nurse specialists interest. I have been elected as President, and on behalf of the ESNO, I am now part of the EMEA, the European Agency for Medecines. We are also directly in contact with the DG Sanco, in charge of health care. Many things that are happening in the EU will influence the rest of the world and it is important  for us to look at what is going on in EU, as well as in term of education than regulation for health services.
The website needs to live, and you are strongly invited to feed it. I have put on line some information concerning different campaigns of protest in Finland, Germany and Denmark.

There are still some Country information pages missing and I would appreciate to have your input for. People who are visiting the site are looking for information, that we are suppose to be the only one to have. There are also forums available for IFNA delegates. Many of you didn’t register yet. I would like also to put the dates of your main congresses or events on the calendar etc…
I would like to thank all of you for your commitment and assistance, and especially the officers and members of committees who are the backbone of the IFNA.
Thanks to Sandy for her easy and efficient Presidency and her commitment for the IFNA
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