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I. Education:

There are two nursing training schemes in Belgium: The Bachelor and the “brevet”. 
Only the bachelor is allowed to specialize or study further for a Master. 
Nurse anesthesia is a recognized specialization in our legislation, but no definite curriculum has been validated yet by the government. 
To become a nurse anesthetist in Belgium, is required: 
- Either a one year specialization in anesthesia after the bachelor (this diploma is not yet  recognized). 
-Either a one year specialisation in emergency medicine and intensive care (this diplomas  recognized) + complement of anesthesia in two bachelor (this last diploma is not yet  recognized). 
II. Endorsement of IFNA Standards:
IFNA standards are not used because there is no validated anesthetic training program.
The Belgian association of nurse anesthetists (BANA) promotes these standards.

III. Salaries:

In Belgium, the wages of nurse anesthetists are identical to that of general nurses (1500-2000 €/ month after tax, depending on seniority).
Only recognized specialties (pediatrics, emergency and intensive care, oncology ...) have a supplement wage (<100 € / month after tax)

 

 

IV. Workforce:

The nurse anesthetist is very marginal group in terms of number at the national level, but the road is open for changes.
The resistance to change coming from anesthesiologists has decreased and the number of nursing posts is in constant progression.
V.  

VI.  

V. Nursing Policy, Promotion and Inclusion:

In Belgium, at the moment, the title of nurse anesthesia exists in the Law. The lack of legal framework concerning the education program prevents the opening of anesthesia sections in many schools.
Anesthiologists, like all the MD are a powerful lobby. Most of them are not interested in developing anesthesia nursing care although it improves patient’s care, for fear of earning reduction.
VI. National situation at the moment:

The institutional crisis affecting the country, at the moment with the collapse of the previous Belgian government prevent any change of the law (no parlement work until after the next election on June 13, 2010).
VII. National Activities:
A joint conference with the Association of Critical Care Nursing(SIZ Nursing) is in preparation.
VIII. Union Activities, Strikes, Legislative Activities:
Non planned.
IX. Reports and Communications with National Organizations:

Our association is recognized by the national association of nurses.
We meet once a month.
We are in contact with other speciality organizations in the country.
X. Other Issues:

The BANA wishes that IFNA send to the different ministers concerned and the national association of nurses, a letter supporting our organization and promoting the future of the nurse anesthesia care in Belgium.
With best regards
Sébastien Beuserie
Country Report from Belgium –
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The country is situated in the middle of Europe.


Population: nearly 10.7 M. people


Area: 30528 km²

















