IFNA PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 June 2006-2008

At this time, I approach the end of my second term as IFNA President (2004-2008). My second term began in 2006. Since some of you were unable to attend the Executive Committee meeting in Denmark in 2007, I have attached a summary of activities from 2006-2007. (See AANA 2007 Annual Report of IFNA).The report integrates IFNA activities from June 2007-2008 with the IFNA Strategic Plan developed in 2005.

The Stretegic Planning Committee of 2005 identified 4 areas that should be addressed by IFNA. They are: 1 IFNA governance, board and member capabilities; 2 Education and practice; 3 Reputation of the IFNA; and 4 Management information and financial systems. Items in my report fall within these categories.

IFNA GOVERNANCE AND MEMBER CAPABILITY:

1 I attended the IFNA Executive Committee meeting, Education Committee Meeting, and Congress Planning Committee meeting in Copenhagan, Denmark, June 5-10, 2007. A major decision made during that meeting is to increase frequency of World Congresses to every two years. This decision should strengthen the IFNA Financial base since annual dues and profits from the congress are the major source of revenue for IFNA. 

2 I attended the Officers Meeting as well as the meeting of the CPC in Ljubijana, Slovenia November 14-17, 2007. A site visit for a future congress was held prior to the meeting. 

3 IFNA Expert Panel: It is not possible for the IFNA officers and CNR to do all the work for IFNA. Following the example of ICN, I appointed an IFNA Expert Panel in 2007. The purpose of the Expert Panel is to advise IFNA on policy issues, provide consultation in governmental, financial, organizational, and educational and practice domains. Individuals appointed to the IFNA Expert panel serve as “ambassadors” to IFNA.

   IFNA Bank Of Experts and Speciality areas are:1 International Continuing Education (Shawn Collins CRNA, MSN {USA}; 2 Educational Program Accreditation( Betty Horton CRNA, PhD {USA};3 Practitioner Certification (Karen Plaus CRNA, PhD {USA} ; 4 Practitioner Recertification ( Karen Plaus CRNA, PhD{USA} and Richard Ouellette CRNA, M.Ed {USA};5 Institutional Quality Assurance/Patient Safety; 6 Anesthesia Volunteers (Susane Brown {USA}; 7 Clinical Outcomes/Evidence Based Outcomes; 8 Nurse Anesthesia Leadership (Brian Thorsen {USA}; 9 International Nurse Anesthesia Leadership; 10 Global Organizational Leadership (Judith Oulton {Canada}; 11 International Nurse Anesthesia Leadership (Ronald Caulk CRNA{USA} and Hermi Lohnert {Switzerland}; and 12 International Publications/IFNA Exposure (Ron Van Nest CRNA {USA} and Dan Moos CRNA {USA}.

  If you know of an expert from your country to add to this list, please submit the name and a brief biographical sketch or curriculum vitae to the President. Nominations can be made at any time. 

EDUCATION AND PRACTICE

1 Education Committee Chairperson: I received an email from Maura McAuliffe in late 2007 saying individual responsibilities would prevent her from continuing to serve on the IFNA Education Committee. I contacted other members of the committee but none felt they could serve as chairperson. I am pleased that Betty Horton CRNA, PhD (USA) has agreed to serve as chairperson of this committee from 2008-2010. Betty has talked with Maura and others on the committee via email and has prepared an extensive agenda for the committee in Tunis. She has been very good at communication and I believe she is the right person at the right time to lead this group. She has an extensive background in accreditation and health care credentialing and I am pleased to welcome her to IFNA.

REPUTATION OF THE ORGANIZATION

1 History Book: The IFNA will celebrate its 20th anniversary in 2009. To mark this historic event, the IFNA History will be complied and published. I appointed Arild Sorensen and Tuula Sora to complete this project. It is my goal to have the book complete by June 2009 and published in time for the 2010 congress in the Netherlands.

2 I have served on the Scientific Program Committee for the International Nurse Practitioner Advanced Practice Network (INP/APNN) Conference.The conference will be held at the Westin Harbour Castle, Toronto, ON, September 17-20, 2008. The theme for the conference is “Leadership in Advanced Nursing Practice: Maximizing Health, Promoting Innovation.” There have been 7 conference call meeting of the committee. Pascal will speak at the event and Jennifier Yang will present a poster during the conference.

3 WHO meeting 2008: I am pleased that Pascal Rod, Karsten Boden, and Jaap Hokeman were able to attend the International Consultation meeting of the World Alliance for Patient Safety, Global Patient Safety Challenge “Safe Surgery Saves Lives”, in Geneva, Switzerland, January 10-11, 2008. The Gobal Launch Event of the Global Patient Safety Challenge will be held in Washington, D C on June 25, 2008.

4 International Network for Quality Assurance Agencies in Higher Education: Betty Horton, IFNA Education Committee Chair, has contacted Dr David Woodhouse President of INQAAHE about an open position on the board of this organization. If appointed, it will be nice exposure for IFNA and its value for quality education for nurse anesthetists throughout the world. 

5 Chapter Revision:The chapter entitled “The International Federation Of Nurse Anesthetists” co-authored by Ronald Caulk and Sandra Ouellette was revised in May. The chapter will be published in the book “A Professional Study and Resource Guide For the CRNA” in 2009.

6 Anesthesiology News September 2007: I participated in an article entitled “Tensions Rise in Debate on Role of Europe’s CRNAs” in the fall of 2007. The article,which also contained quotes from Pascal Rod (France) and Marianne Riesen (Switzerland), was published in September 2007.

7 Letter From Dr Anneke Meursing: I received a very nice letter from Dr Anneke Meursing, President of the World Federation Societies Anesthesiologists 2004-2008 last week. She expressed appreciation to the Dutch delegation of nurse anesthetists who presented her with “beautiful, thoughtful present at the end of the 14th World Congress of Anaesthesiologists in Cape Town.” She said “it is a well known fact that the IFNA has played an important role in the development and the modernization of anesthesia since its early beginning.” Her thoughtfulness is greatly appreciated and I will respond to her. 

MANAGEMENT INFORMATION AND FINANCIAL SYSTEMS

1 Financial Report From 2006 World Congress: There were 1278 in attendance including exhibitors. A profit of 147, 200 SF came to IFNA and 14,700 SF from this amount was placed in the IFNA Education And Research Fund. We are very appreciative of the financial accountability demonstrated by Congress Chair Karsten Boden and the NOC for financial success of this congress.

MISCELLANEOUS

1 Jamaica Association Of Nurse Anesthetists: Congratulations on the 50th Anniversary of the Jamaica Association of Nurse Anesthetists.

2 European Academy of Surgery: Congratulations to Pascal Rod on his appointment to represent nurse anesthetists in the European Academy of Surgery. Pascal also participated in a meeting of the European Medicines Agency (EMEA) which is the official EU committee for Post Authorization Evaluation of Medicines for Human use. 

Progress On 2008 Goals For IFNA

1 Support financial accountability for the IFNA

2 Work to increase membership and retain current members in IFNA.

3 Enhance relationships inside IFNA as well as with outside organizations.

4 Work with the Education Committee to implement accreditation by 2008.

5 Review and revise the strategic plan for approval in 2008.

6 Work with the officers and executive committee to create a more engaged, responsive IFNA leadership (CNR).

7 Appoint a History Task Force to compile IFNA history for presentation at 2010 congress.

8 Select site for the 2014 Congress; explore again benefits of having mini congress in member country between Congress every 4 years.

9 Work with the ED and CNR to make the website more popular with IFNA members.

10 Promote visibility of IFNA through published work by 2008.

Appreciation is expressed to IFNA officers, CNR, and all committee members for support during this term. A special thank you is extended to Executive Director Pascal Rod for dedication and support of IFNA and nurse anesthesia worldwide. I look forward to future service to the federation and to a successful congress in 2010.

Sandra M Ouellette CRNA, M.Ed, FAAN

President

International Federation Of Nurse Anesthetists

